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I hope this letter finds you well despite the

extraordinary times we all find ourselves in. The

COVID-19 pandemic created a significant

disruption for the activities of the Centre for the

Study of Global Japan during the 2020-2021

academic year. We were forced to postpone or

cancel many of our core activities, such as in-

person events and the Kakehashi student

exchange program. Nonetheless, thanks to the

enthusiastic support of our affiliates and

friends, we were able to substantially reorient

Centre activities and remain a vibrant place for

intellectual exchange, research, and education

about contemporary Japan.

In response to the pandemic, our Centre

transitioned to online webinars for the duration

of the academic year. Although we missed

interacting directly with our local colleagues

and friends, we were delighted to see

widespread interest in our events from all

corners of the globe. You can read about the

11 public events we held during the academic

year in this letter, which covered a diverse

range of topics related to contemporary

Japanese politics and foreign policy.
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We also initiated a collaboration with colleagues at Dartmouth,

Harvard, NYU, and Yale to inaugurate the Japanese Politics Online

Seminar Series (JPOSS), which has quickly become the primary online

platform for global scholars to present their research on contemporary

Japan and receive professional development advice. Our Centre also

continues to expand our external outreach though a variety of

collaborations with partners like the Asia Pacific Foundation, Indiana

University, University of British Columbia, and University of Tokyo.

This year, we also inaugurated a student affiliates program. Our

student affiliates have become active members of our community

despite the constraints of the pandemic, participating actively in our

events and contributing in a variety of ways to Centre outreach. You

can read about our wonderful student affiliates later in this letter. If you

are a student at U of T interested in contemporary Japan, I hope you

consider joining our community. 

Although some uncertainty still remains, we are hopeful about the

resumption of in-person events in the coming academic year. I look

forward to seeing you in the near future, and wish you well in these

challenging times.

June 2021

Phillip Lipscy

Director

Centre for the Study of Global Japan

CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF GLOBAL JAPAN 2020 - 2021
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In col laborat ion with Professor Adam

P. Li f f ,  Director of  the 21st Century

Japan Pol i t ics & Society Init iat ive at

the Hamilton Lugar School at  Indiana

Univers i ty,  the Centre for the Study of

Global Japan invited Japan Analyst

Tobias Harr is  to introduce his new

book,  

PROGRAM & 
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
The Centre for the Study of Global  Japan hosted virtual  events and

webinars on a wide var iety of  topics,  invit ing dist inguished scholars

from Canada, Japan, the U.S.  and Europe. 

October

8th

"The Iconoclast :  Shinzo Abe and the New Japan" 

-  Book Talk by Tobias S.  Harr is

October

21st

Japan and EU – Stepping Up Cooperat ion to Save the

Liberal  World Order

Professor Marie Söderberg, the

Director of  the European Inst i tute of

Japanese Studies and an adjunct

professor of  Stockholm School of

Economics,  presented a seminar that

gave a histor ic and contemporary

perspect ive on Japan-EU relat ions.  She

also ref lected on the role of  Canada in

EU-Japan relat ions.
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         The Iconoclast :  Shinzō Abe and

the New Japan.
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November

20th

December

2nd

CSGJ welcomed Michael  J.  Green

(Senior Vice President for Asia and

Japan Chair ,  Center for Strategic and

Internat ional  Studies) ,  Richard Samuels

(Ford Internat ional  Professor of

Pol i t ical  Science, MIT) ,  and Tadokoro

Masayuki  (Professor of  Internat ional

relat ions,  Faculty of  Law, Keio

Univers i ty ) ,  to discuss new direct ions

in Japanese foreign pol icy.  Deanna

Horton (Senior Fel low, Munk School)

moderated the event.  The Japan NOW

event honoured the legacy of Okamoto

Yukio,  a dear f r iend of our Centre.

Okamoto was a leading thinker and

pract i t ioner of  Japanese foreign

pol icymaking, who tragical ly passed

away in Apri l  2020 due to

complicat ions ar is ing from COVID-19.

"Geoeconomic Strategy in the Asia-Paci f ic" 

-  In Conversat ion with Saori  N. Katada

New Direct ions in Japanese Foreign Pol icy:  

A Memorial  Event Honouring OKAMOTO Yukio
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Professor Saori  N. Katada from the

Univers i ty of  Southern Cal i fornia,

introduced her new book, 

                                       ,  publ ished

in 2020 from Columbia Univers i ty

Press.

                                       Japan ’s New

Regional  Real i ty  –  Geoeconomic

Strategy in the Asia-Paci f ic



CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF GLOBAL JAPAN 2020 - 2021

February

12th

February

24th

Japan and Asia in the Pandemic Era:  RCEP

In partnership with the Asia Paci f ic

Foundation of Canada and UBC’s

Centre for Japan Research, CSGJ

welcomed Wendy Cutler (Asia Society

Pol icy Inst i tute) ,  Shihoko Goto (Wilson

Center) ,  Michael  Plummer (Johns

Hopkins Univers i ty ) ,  Jeff  Reeves (Asia

Paci f ic  Foundation of Canada),  Yves

Tiberghien (Univers i ty of  Br i t ish

Columbia) ,  and Deanna Horton

(moderator) ,  for  a panel that discussed

the global  impl icat ions of the RCEP

including i ts  s ignif icance for Canada,

the Biden Administrat ion, and

Japanese foreign pol icymaking.

Japanese Foreign Pol icy in the Abe Era and Beyond:

Book Launch Event

In partnership with the Asian Inst i tute

and Univers i ty of  Tokyo’s Center for

Contemporary Japanese Studies,  CSGJ

welcomed Takeo Hoshi  (Univers i ty of

Tokyo),  Adam Li f f  ( Indiana Univers i ty ) ,

Phi l l ip Lipscy (U of T) ,  and Mary M.

McCarthy (Drake Univers i ty )  for a

presentat ion to discuss the legacy of

Abe Shinzo, who stepped down in

September 2020 as the longest-serving

prime minister in Japanese history.  
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February

25th

March

8th

In partnership with the Consulate

General  of  Japan in Toronto, this

webinar featured a presentat ion about

Japan's ageing society by Professor

Hiroko Akiyama (Univers i ty of  Tokyo),

fol lowed by discussions with Professor

Margarita Estevez-Abe (Syracuse

Univers i ty ) ,  Professor Michel le Si lver

(UTSC),  and Professor I to Peng (U of T

- moderator) .  

Japanese National ism from the Ground Up: A Prof i le on

Nippon Kaigi  and Its  Local-Level  Act iv ists

In partnership with the Asian Inst i tute,

CSGJ welcomed Levi  McLaughl in,

Associate Professor at  the Department

of Phi losophy and Rel igious Studies,

North Carol ina State Univers i ty,  to

present his  research on Nippon Kaigi ,

focusing on the group's local- level

act iv ists and i ts  emphasis on the

pract ice of cult ivat ion.

Looking Back and Looking Forward: A Conversat ion on

Japan and Canada's Ageing Societ ies
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March

12th

March

15th

Ulr ike Schaede, Professor of  Japanese

Business at  the Univers i ty of  Cal i fornia,

San Diego, School of  Global  Pol icy and

Strategy and Director of  JFIT (Japan

Forum for Innovat ion and Technology),

presented her book, 

During the presentat ion, Schaede la id

out important aspects of  Japan’s

business reinvention and highl ighted

their  s ignif icance for global  business

and pol i t ics.

Help (Not)  Wanted: Immigrat ion Pol i t ics in Japan

The Business Reinvention of Japan -  Why It  Matters for

Global Business and Pol i t ics
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Michael Strausz,  Associate Professor of

Pol i t ical  Science and the Director of

Asian Studies at  Texas Christ ian

Univers i ty,  presented his 2019 book, 

                         which explores why

Japan’s immigrat ion pol icy remains

restr ict ive despite economic,

demographic,  and internat ional

pol i t ical  forces that are pushing Japan

to admit more immigrants.

Help (Not)  Wanted: Immigrat ion

Pol i t ics  in Japan,

                               The Business

Reinvention of  Japan –  Why i t  Matters

for  Global  Business and Pol i t ics .
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Apri l

13th

In partnership with the Asia Paci f ic

Foundation of Canada and the Asian

Inst i tute,  CSGJ welcomed Nobuhiro

Aizawa (Kyushu Univers i ty ) ,  Stewart  Beck

(Asia Paci f ic  Foundation) ,  El ina Noor

(Asia Society) ,  and Deanna Horton

(moderator) ,  to discuss 

editor Sebast ian Strangio’s book,

                          which talks about the

chal lenges for Southeast Asia in

managing the r ise of  China. 

Japan and Asia in the Post Pandemic Era:  Select ive

Cooperat ion vs Strategic Competit ion in Southeast Asia
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                                    The Diplomat

                                                   In the

Dragon ’s Shadow,

http://asianstudies-kyushu.com/staff/dr-aizawa-nobuhiro/
https://www.asiapacific.ca/about-us/senior-staff/stewart-beck
https://asiasociety.org/policy-institute/elina-noor
https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/profile/horton-deanna/
https://www.sebastianstrangio.com/
https://www.sunypress.edu/p-6789-help-not-wanted.aspx
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JPOSS WEBINAR LIST

#1

"The New Consensus on Immigrat ion?:  Identi fy ing the Racial

Undertones of Immigrant Select ion Outside the Western

Context"

Nicholas Fraser (Univers i ty  of  Toronto)

"Do Firms Benef i t  f rom the Revolving Door? Evidence from

Japan"

Trevor Incert i  (Yale Univers i ty ) ,  Hikaru Yamagishi  (Yale

Univers i ty )

#2

"How to Frame Japan-Related Research for Publ icat ions and

the Job Market"

Amy Catal inac (NYU),  Charles Crabtree (Dartmouth) ,

Christ ina Davis  (Harvard) ,  Yusaku Horiuchi  (Dartmouth) ,

Phi l l ip Y.  L ipscy (Univers i ty  of  Toronto) ,  Daniel  M. Smith

(Harvard)

#3

"Can Univers i ty Educat ion Cult ivate Immigrant Integrat ion?

The Case of Local  Enfranchisement for Foreign Residents in

Japan"

Fan Lu (Queen ’s Univers i ty ) ,  Gento Kato (Nazarbayev

Univers i ty )

#4

"Agents or Advisers? Bureaucrat ic Structure and the Pol i t ics

of Trade Protect ionism"

Diana Stanescu (Harvard)

#5

"Quiet Acquis i t ion:  The Pol i t ics of  Just i f icat ion in Mil i tary

Capabi l i ty Trajector ies"

Deirdre Mart in (UC Berkeley)

#6
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JPOSS WEBINAR LIST

#7
"Third Party Coercion and Gray Zone Confl icts:  Assessing

U.S. Foreign Pol icy over the East China Sea, 2008-2014"

Ayumi Teraoka (Pr inceton)

"U.S.  Mi l i tary Should Not Be in My Backyard: A Case of

Okinawa"

Takako Hikotani  (Columbia) ,  Yusaku Horiuchi  (Dartmouth) ,

Atsushi  Tago (Waseda)

#8

"Pol icy or Valence? Candidate or Party? Assessing Voter

Preferences in Japan"

Jordan Hamzawi (Univers i ty  of  Cal i fornia,  Davis )

#9

"Professional  Development #2: Working on Japan, Working

in Japan"

Saori  Katada (Univers i ty  of  Southern Cal i fornia) ,  El l is  Krauss

(Univers i ty  of  Cal i fornia,  San Diego),  Shei la Smith (Counci l

on Foreign Relat ions) ,  Gi l l  Steel  (Doshisha Univers i ty )

#10

"The Clash of Tradit ional  Values:  Att i tudes toward a Male-

l ine Monarchy under a Succession Cris is"

Kenneth Mori  McElwain (Univers i ty  of  Tokyo) ,  Yuki  Shiraito

(Univers i ty  of  Michigan)

#11

"How Do Voters Perceive Female Pol i t ic ians’  Abi l i t ies to

Distr ibute Pork?"

Taishi  Muraoka (Washington Univers i ty  in St .  Louis )

#12
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JPOSS WEBINAR LIST

#13
"Select ing Legal Residents by Unemployment and Ethnicity

in the Liberal  Democrat ic State to ‘Control  Unwanted

Immigrat ion’ :  Remigrat ion in The Netherlands and Japan

1985-2011"

Michael  Sharpe (York Col lege/CUNY)

"Shut Down Schools,  Knock Down the Virus?"

Kentaro Fukumoto (Gakushuin Univers i ty )
#14

"Elderly Identity and Trade Pol icy Preferences in an Aging

Society:  Evidence from Japan"

Yesola Kweon (Utah State Univers i ty )

#15

"Taking Gains f rom Trade (More)  Ser iously:  The Effects of

Consumer Perspect ive on Free Trade in Contemporary

Japan"

Yu Jin Woo (Waseda Univers i ty )

#16

"Global Value Chains and Domestic Pol i t ics Response to

Inst i tut ion Bui lding of Internat ional  Trade"

Hiroki  Takeuchi  (Southern Methodist  Univers i ty )

#17
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Her ideas are rooted in the findings of

neuroscientists, cognitive psychologists,

educators in various fields, famous authors, and

creative artists among others. Humans need to

think about how thinking and their own bodies

are connected, about the nature of their

physical and mental surroundings, about

relations with others.

Her call to visit the “world,” by expanding “the

power of thinking outside the brain” is an

invitation to get back to Japan as soon as

possible, with perhaps a different view of what

is most important to observe and think about. It

might help rescue your brain.

State-of-the-field handbooks, companions to

special subject areas, and edited collections

help summarize the state of the art. New ideas,

findings and explanations are often given birth

in studies of Japan. 

Digital initiatives and the proliferation of

“Zoominars” engage researchers and

academics and facilitate the speed with which

new ideas and findings are diffused inside and

outside Japan. Japanese scholars are making

significant contributions to disciplinary thinking,

well beyond what is being translated into the

English language. It’s all but impossible to pay

attention, to keep up to date, even to decide

where the cutting edge might be. The modern

brain is often overwhelmed.

Isolation has not meant complete loss of

connection. There are plenty of newspapers

online. TV Japan is a 24-hour Japanese-

language television channel. NHK is my

favourite. We are blessed by the great library

collections at the University of Toronto and the

Japan Foundation Office. Prowling the web in

Japanese is an everlasting adventure for stories,

ideas and events. But ‘virtual’ connections or

print-based knowledge is no substitute for in-

person contact. A lot is changing in Japan.

My strategic quest is still underway. It has been

thrilling but also a bit misbegotten. The science

writer Annie Murphy Paul asserts in her book

entitled "The Extended Mind," that in all forms

of human cognition we need to recognize and

expand the power of thinking outside the brain.

The mind needs nourishing help in its cognitive

toil. Our capacity to think is significantly “extra-

neural.”  

Annie Murphy Paul, The Extended Mind: The

Power of Thinking Outside the Brain 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Boston/New York,

2021)

                                  The Extended Mind: 

The Power of Thinking Outside the Brain



On October 23, 2020, Professor Rie Kijima was invited to present her insights about STEAM

education and human resource development by the Japanese Cabinet Office committee on

“Choosing the Future 2.0.” The session included expert members of the committee along

with Minister of State for Economic and Fiscal Policy Nishimura Yasutoshi. They discussed the

future of education, education equality, and the efforts to implement a more interdisciplinary

STEM approach. 

CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF GLOBAL JAPAN 2020 - 2021

INFORMING
POLICYMAKERS ABOUT
STEAM EDUCATION AND
HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT 
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The minutes of the session are available at the Cabinet Office website (Japanese):

https://www5.cao.go.jp/keizai2/keizai-syakai/future2/summary_14th.pdf

https://www5.cao.go.jp/keizai2/keizai-syakai/future2/summary_14th.pdf


CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF GLOBAL JAPAN 2020 - 2021

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe abruptly

announced his resignation on Aug. 28, 2020, citing

health concerns. The longest-serving prime minister

in Japanese history, Abe presided over a period of

impressive political stability, with decisive victories in

lower-house elections in 2012, 2014 and 2017.

What legacy can we expect, following Abe’s

ambitious agenda at home and abroad? His

namesake “Abenomics” reforms sought to

reinvigorate Japan’s economy through bold

monetary and fiscal policy, while pursuing structural

changes to areas like agriculture, corporate

governance, energy, labor markets and women’s

employment.

Abe also championed proactive leadership for Japan

in the world, making significant changes to security

policy and stepping up support for the liberal

international order as traditional defenders such as

the United States and the United Kingdom retreated.

In our edited volume, The Political Economy of the

Abe Government and Abenomics Reforms

(Cambridge University Press), Takeo Hoshi and I

argue that Abe took advantage of institutional

changes in Japanese politics, establishing a new

model of governance that his successors are likely to

emulate.

Japan’s political institutions underwent significant

transitions over the past three decades. In 1994,

lower-house electoral reform changed the incentives

of Japanese politicians, placing greater emphasis on

broad appeals to the median voter rather than the

traditional focus on pork-barrel politics.

Administrative reforms starting in 1998 shifted power

from the bureaucracy to politicians. The staff of the

Cabinet Secretariat expanded threefold over the past 

Abe’s predecessors struggled to govern Japan

20 years, giving the prime minister greater

independent capacity to formulate policy.

Until 2012, Japanese leaders struggled to exercise

effective leadership under Japan’s new political

institutions. Electoral reform in the lower house was

not mirrored in the upper house, which made it

difficult for parties to control both houses of the Diet,

or parliament, while maintaining internal coherence.

Governments of both Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party

(LDP) and the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) were

hampered alternatively by internecine struggles and

divided government.

When Abe assumed power, Japan had seen a

revolving door of six prime ministers lasting only

about a year each — including Abe himself in 2006-

2007. The only recent prime minister to achieve

longevity was Koizumi Junichiro, but his approach —

which relied on personal charisma and an

orchestrated assault against his own party — was not

replicable.

Abe sought to overcome these problems with three

main strategies. First, he strove to maintain strong

public support by pivoting to themes of Abenomics

reform whenever his popularity waned, such as after

passing controversial security legislation. His media

strategy looked to shape popular narratives by

limiting and controlling access to the prime minister,

managing scandals quickly with an eye to the news

cycle and pressuring critical news outlets.

Second, Abe used elections as a mechanism to quell

internal dissent and impose party discipline. The

2014 election set the tone, as Abe overcame

opponents of a consumption-tax-hike postponement

within the LDP and the Ministry of Finance by calling

an election and scoring a public mandate. 

Abe came to power with a model to lead Japan

WHAT IS ABE SHINZO'S
LEGACY FOR JAPAN?
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This piece originally appeared as “Japan’s prime minister is resigning. This is how Abe transformed Japanese
politics” in The Monkey Cage at The Washington Post on September 3, 2020.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/09/03/japans-prime-minister-is-resigning-this-is-how-abe-
transformed-japanese-politics/
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His robust public support, which averaged close to 50

percent, made the threat of snap elections credible. 

Third, Abe built on previous reforms by concentrating

greater authority in the Cabinet Office and expanding

control over personnel decisions in the bureaucracy.

He also implemented a variety of practical measures

to improve coordination and public messaging, such

as the participation of his key lieutenants on the Diet

Affairs Committee to coordinate legislative strategies.

Abe was unable to achieve his lifelong ambition of

amending the Japanese constitution, despite

requisite Diet supermajorities. This effort was stymied

by lukewarm public support and the reluctance of

Komeito, his coalition partner. Despite considerable

efforts, he could not resolve the North Korean

abduction of Japanese nationals or conclude a peace

treaty with Russia. He sought to resolve the World

War II-era “comfort women” issue “finally and

irreversibly,” but it globalized, and relations with

South Korea continued to deteriorate.

There were also important areas of omission. Despite

shifting Japanese public opinion on social issues like

same-sex marriage, dual citizenship and allowing

married couples to use separate surnames, the Abe

government resisted change. Abe’s policies on

climate change were unambitious despite his green

rhetoric. Journalists and the United Nations criticized

Abe’s media strategy for compromising press

freedom.

Abe also benefited from good fortune, such as the

absence of major crises. A weak and divided

opposition in an electoral system emphasizing single-

member districts gave him a substantial structural

advantage. His landslide victories came despite

lukewarm public support for the LDP’s policy

platform.

Abe’s coronavirus leadership got low marks from

citizens

Abe’s response to the coronavirus pandemic presents

an interesting conundrum. Japan’s initial response

came relatively early. The government presciently

emphasized high-risk situations, contact tracing and

the use of masks early on, while the World Health

Organization and Western authorities were providing

conflicting advice. Japan avoided a full lockdown and

recorded relatively few official cases and deaths —

though such data should be interpreted with caution.

Despite this, Japanese citizens gave Abe low marks

for pandemic leadership, and his approval ratings fell

to the lowest levels of his tenure in August.

What happened? The pandemic presented a perfect

storm for Abe’s governance model. As his approval

ratings slipped, Abe followed his standard playbook

by pivoting to Abenomics growth themes. However,

stimulus measures such as incentives for domestic

travel proved counterproductive in the context of a

contagious disease.

And Abe’s tight media strategy may have harmed his

public standing by limiting direct communication to

Japanese citizens during the crisis. Although Abe

exercised strong authority over the central

government, local governments in Japan retain

considerable autonomy. The coronavirus put local

governments at the front lines of response in areas

like business closures and testing, giving political

rivals a platform to criticize him.

Abe’s successors face the nontrivial task of heeding

lessons, listening to critics, and improving on his

model. The end of Abe’s rule may prompt debates

about institutional rebalancing, such as strengthening

the authority of Japan’s traditionally weak courts.

Nonetheless, Abe will be remembered not only for his

policies, but also for ushering in a new era in

Japanese politics.

19

On some goals, Abe came up short





MEET OUR 
STUDENT AFFILIATES
The students shared with us why they wanted to become a member

of the CSGJ community.

Vanessa Biklo
4th Year 
Pol i t ical  Science Special ist

"I took Professor Lipscy's class in my third year

of University and I was immediately intrigued

and fascinated by Japanese politics and

culture. I wanted to become a student affiliate

at CSGJ in order to learn more about Japan-

Canada relations and Japanese politics, as

well as create meaningful connections

between faculty and other students."

CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF GLOBAL JAPAN 2020 - 2021

Katie Bolissian
4th Year 
Double Major in Pol i t ical
Science & Criminology

"I wanted to become an affiliate to encourage

connections between professors and students

within U of T, and to highlight many of the

amazing free events that the Munk school

throws that we have access to!"
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Bailey Irene Midori Hoy
6th Year 
History Special ist

"Being Japanese-Canadian, I’ve always been

interested in the relationship between Japan

and the world. After participating in the

Kakehashi project last year, I was inspired to

get further involved in the Centre and with

like minded people!"

MEET OUR 
STUDENT AFFILIATES

Christal  Cheng
3rd Year 
Special ist  in International
Relat ions,  Minors in
Contemporary Asian
Studies,  and Pol it ical
Science

"I’ve always been drawn to the culturally, and

historically diverse continent of Asia,

especially East Asia. As the global landscape

shifts eastward, I am interested in how Asian

states are reinterpreting the international

system, relations between Japan and its East

Asian neighbours, as well as how the world is

grappling with Asia’s rise. Becoming a CSGJ

student affiliate not only would enhance my

academic studies, but also allow me to be

more engaged in the conversation pertaining

to contemporary Japan."

22
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MEET OUR 
STUDENT AFFILIATES

Jenny Liu
4th Year 
Double Major in Pol i t ical
Science and Economics

"In my third year, I took Professor Lipscy’s

class on Japanese Politics. I was interested in

that course because Japan was a special

country for me. My father works in Japan and I

used to stay in Osaka every summer to spend

time with him. I had the chance to attend a

seminar event hosted by CSGJ when I was

taking the course. I was inspired by it and I

got more interested in Japanese politics. I

wanted to become a CSGJ student affiliate

because I would like to attend more events

like this to enhance my understanding of

Japanese Politics."

Anvesh Jain
4th Year 
Major in International
Relat ions

"I wanted to become a CSGJ student affiliate

to widen my understanding of Asian security

dynamics (particularly Indo-Japanese, Sino-

Japanese, and Korean-Japanese relations)

and because I've been to Japan twice. I have

a deep fondness for that country and want to

better study its politics, people, and

constitutional structure."
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MEET OUR 
STUDENT AFFILIATES

Aisha Shafaqat
4th Year 
Pol i t ical  Science Special ist
at UTM

"I wanted to join the CSGJ as a Student

Affiliate because Japan has such an

interesting political-economic history, and I

am interested in exploring the nation’s

contemporary challenges and successes

through conversations with my peers and

thought-provoking lectures and discussions."

Erica Matsui
2nd Year 
Major in Diaspora
Transnational  Studies 

"As a Japanese-American student, I want to

understand Japan’s outlook and approach to

many issues, which contrasts to the ‘Western’

perspective I have been taught."
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MEET OUR 
STUDENT AFFILIATES

Una Vulevic
1st Year 
Double Major in Pol i t ical
Science and European Studies

"I’ve always been interested in Japan, from a

cultural standpoint, but this year I’ve enjoyed

getting to learn more about the country from

a political/historical point of view in my

courses."

Abena Somiah
3rd Year 
Double Major in
Contemporary Asian
Studies and Diaspora and
Transnational  Studies with
a minor in Pol i t ical  Science

"I heard about the Centre for the Study of

Global Japan last year while taking POL380:

Japanese Politics, and have been looking to

get involved ever since! I am passionate about

Japanese culture and I am looking forward to

seeing how my involvement in the Centre will

allow me to acquire more knowledge about

Japan and its current issues."
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Brian Wu
3rd Year 
Double Major in International
Relat ions and History

"I'm eager to learn more about Japanese

politics and East Asian international relations,

especially how scholars are approaching

current issues!"

MEET OUR 
STUDENT AFFILIATES
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