
Noted International Thinkers Join William Thorsell to Form the 2014 Lionel Gelber Prize Jury 

For Immediate Release: October 15, 2013 (Toronto and Washington): Patricia Rubin, Chair of the Lionel 

Gelber Prize and niece of the late Lionel Gelber, the Canadian scholar, diplomat, and author in whose 

memory the prize was created, today announced the 2014 prize jury, selected by returning jury chair 

William Thorsell.  

Ms Rubin noted: “The acclaim of the Lionel Gelber Prize over the years begins with the formidable task 

entrusted to the jurors. We welcome with deep gratitude the insight and participation of these five 

internationally-renowned individuals for our 24th Prize.” 

The Jurors for the 2014 Lionel Gelber Prize are: 

• William Thorsell, Jury Chair (Toronto, Canada) 

• Timothy Garton Ash (Oxford, England) 

• Chrystia Freeland (Toronto, Canada) 

• Daniel W. Drezner (Massachusetts, U.S.A.) 

• Matias Spektor (Brazil) 

  

About the Prize: The Lionel Gelber Prize, a literary award for the world’s best non-fiction book in English 

on foreign affairs that seeks to deepen public debate on significant international issues, was founded in 

1989 by Canadian diplomat Lionel Gelber. A prize of $15,000 is awarded to the winner. The award is 

presented annually by the Lionel Gelber Foundation, in partnership with Foreign Policy magazine and 

the Munk School of Global Affairs at the University of Toronto.  Chrystia Freeland won the 2013 Lionel 

Gelber Prize for her book Plutocrats: The Rise of the New Global Super-Rich and the Fall of Everyone Else, 

published by Doubleday Canada and The Penguin Press.  

Key Dates: The Lionel Gelber Prize longlist will be announced on January 27, the shortlist on February 

10, and the winner on March 31, 2014.  The winner will speak at a free public event to be held in the 

Campbell Conference Facility at the Munk School of Global Affairs, at the University of Toronto, on 

Thursday, April 24, 2014. 

 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 

June Dickenson | junedickenson@cogeco.ca | (905) 541-4556 

Lionel Gelber Prize Website: http://www.utoronto.ca/munk/gelber  | Facebook | Twitter 

 

Juror Biographies: 

 

William Thorsell, Jury Chair (Toronto, Canada) is currently Associate Senior Fellow, Massey College, 

University of Toronto, and Distinguished Visiting Fellow, Munk School of Global Affairs, University of 

Toronto. After more than 10 years as editor-in-chief of The Globe and Mail in Toronto, Mr. Thorsell was 

appointed Director and CEO of the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto in August, 2000. He was invested 



into the Order of Ontario in January 2008 and also invested as Chevalier, Order of Arts and Letters, in 

France in 2010. 

Timothy Garton Ash (Oxford, England) is the author of nine books of political writing which have 

charted the transformation of Europe over the last thirty years. He is Professor of European Studies at 

the University of Oxford; Isaiah Berlin Professorial Fellow at St Antony’s College, Oxford; and a Senior 

Fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. His essays appear regularly in the New York Review 

of Books and he writes a weekly column in the Guardian, which is widely syndicated in Europe, Asia and 

the Americas. His most recent book is Facts are Subversive: Political Writing from a Decade Without a 

Name. He is currently leading a major Oxford University project on global freedom of expression in the 

internet age (www.freespeechdebate.com). 

Daniel W. Drezner (Massachusetts, USA) is Professor of International Politics at the Fletcher School of 

Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, and a contributing editor at Foreign Policy magazine. Prior to 

Fletcher, he taught at the University of Chicago and the University of Colorado at Boulder. He has 

previously held positions with the Civic Education Project, the RAND Corporation and the U.S. 

Department of the Treasury.  He is an editorial board member of Perspectives on Politics. 

Chrystia Freeland (Toronto, Canada) was born in Peace River, Alberta and studied at Harvard University 

and on a Rhodes scholarship at Oxford University. After cutting her journalistic teeth as a Ukraine-based 

stringer for the Financial Times, the Washington Post, and The Economist, she went on to wear many 

hats at the Financial Times, including deputy editor. She served as deputy editor of Canada’s The Globe 

and Mail (1999-2001), before returning to the Financial Times as U.S. Managing Editor. In 2010 she 

joined Thomson Reuters where she worked most recently worked as Managing Director and Editor of 

Consumer News. She is the author of Sale of the Century: The Inside Story of the Second Russian 

Revolution and Plutocrats: The Rise of the New Global Super-Rich and the Fall of Everyone Else, which 

this year won both the Lionel Gelber Prize and the National Business Book Award.  

Matias Spektor (Brazil) is an Associate Professor at Fundação Getulio Vargas in Brazil. He is the author of 

Kissinger e o Brazil (2009), Azeredo da Silveira: um depoimento (2010) and is currently completing a 

book on US-Brazil relations. Dr. Spektor is also working on a multi-archive research program on the 

history of Brazil’s nuclear program. He was a visiting fellow with the London School of Economics (2009), 

the Council on Foreign Relations (2010), the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars (2012), 

and holds a doctorate from the University of Oxford. He is currently Rio Branco Chair in International 

Relations at King's College London. 


