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W E L C O M E
It is my sincere pleasure as the Director of the Asian Institute to welcome you to the

2020 Global Careers through Asia Conference. The annual conference provides

guidance and inspiration to students seeking careers connected to Asia. It builds

networks of our current students and faculty with experts in a variety of professions,

international dignitaries from government ministries and private foundations, and our

own program’s alumni. Our aim is to promote students’ efforts to plan creatively for

their global careers. The influence of Asia’s rise on the global stage is evident in every

profession across public and private spheres. Whether graduates seek careers in

education, urban planning, art, business, or health care, their knowledge of Asia will

benefit them and the institutions where they work. At the Asian Institute, our teaching

programs train students to develop scholarly expertise of immediate relevance to

their future global careers.

 

We are deeply committed to our student community. Our undergraduate and

graduate teaching programs are constantly evolving to bring students the most

current pedagogical, methodological, and practical tools available in order to

improve their understanding of global issues. We aim to prepare the next generation

to serve as leaders in the conversations that weave Canada and the world into Asian

contexts, and that thereby prompt thinking about Canada and the world with fresh

insights. That’s why this conference is focused on global careers through Asia. It aims

to highlight the ways that Asia matters for the intellectual and professional trajectories

of U of T students wherever their jobs may ultimately be located.

 

Part of what makes this conference so special is the active role our students play in

organizing it. Each year, members of the Contemporary Asian Studies Student Union

work closely with the Asian Institute to envision, plan, and execute the conference.

This year’s team did an excellent job of finding inspirational speakers from diverse

fields–many of whom are our own alumni–to share what they have learned in their

career journeys. I am confident that you will learn a great deal from the speakers and

panelists we have lined up for you today, and from the conversations and ideas that

their presentations are sure to initiate. I also encourage you to engage seriously in the

conference’s networking opportunities. It is often through the unplanned encounter,

or the unexpected introduction that students find a door opens towards a future

career. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Professor Rachel Silvey
Richard Charles Lee Director, Asian Institute

Munk School of Global Affairs and Public Policy



G L O B A L  C A R E E R S  T H R O U G H  A S I A  C O N F E R E N C E

The Global Careers through Asia Conference aims to get students thinking about how to plan

for a global career in the twenty-first century. Whether students go on to work in Asia, Canada,

or anywhere else, Asia plays an important role in the global economy. Thus, the ability to

apply the skills and perspectives developed through Contemporary Asian Studies in their

future careers will be crucial. The conference features panel presentations with speakers –

including some of our own alumni–from a diverse range of industries, and a networking lunch

and reception.

 

A B O U T  U S
T H E  A S I A N  I N S T I T U T E

The Asian Institute is one of the world’s leading centres of research excellence in Asian

Studies. With over one hundred affiliated scholars working across the humanities and social

sciences, the Asian Institute convenes and leads cross-regional, interdisciplinary research on

Asia. Our faculty and students offer meaningful insights into a wide range of crucial issues at

stake in this dynamic region of the globe. Asia’s breakneck urbanization processes, social

media and communications revolutions, and growing environmental crises all offer new

challenges and demand creative interventions. Meanwhile, the creation of local literary, visual,

and archeological sites as fields of a contested colonial and postcolonial past provide rich

pathways to greater understanding of the region’s complexity. The location of the Asian

Institute at the University of Toronto, a premier university in a city with deep historical and

vibrant contemporary ties to Asia, gives the Institute a rich academic and geographical anchor

for research on Asia.

 

C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A S I A N  S T U D I E S  S T U D E N T  U N I O N

The Contemporary Asian Studies Student Union (CASSU) is the undergraduate course union

for the Dr. David Chu Program in Contemporary Asian Studies at the University of Toronto.

CASSU was founded in 2010 and strives to strengthen students’ understanding of

contemporary Asia from a global perspective in a non-classroom setting. CASSU organizes

social, cultural, academic, and professional events related to Asia and represents all

undergraduate students affiliated or registered with the Contemporary Asian Studies program.

 



A G E N D A

11:55 - 12:40 Lunch

 

13:40 - 13:50 Break

 

  9:40 - 10:00 Registration

 

10:00 - 10:05 Opening Remarks

Rachel Silvey, Richard Charles Lee Director, Asian Institute

10:05 - 11:00 Keynote Panel: In Conversation

Rachel Silvey, Richard Charles Lee Director, Asian Institute
 
The Honourable Senator Thanh Hai Ngo, Senator,
Conservative Party of Canada (Ontario)
 
Irene Poetranto, Senior Researcher, Citizen Lab, Munk
School of Global Affairs & Public Policy

11:00 - 11:55 Industry Panel 1: Public Sector

Dennis Lee, Senior Business Development Specialist, Ontario
Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade 
 
Sarah Alam, EdD Student, Social Justice Education; Ontario
Institute for Studies in Education; Former Senior Cultural
Affairs Specialist, U.S. Department of State, Pakistan

12:40 - 13:40 Industry Panel 2: Arts & Media

Sidney Chiu, Producer, SC Productions; Vice-Chair, Board of
Directors, Toronto International Reel Asian Film Festival
 
Anita Li, Media Consultant & Journalism Professor, Centennial
College & The City University of New York; Founder & Editor-
in-Chief, The Other Wave
 
Owen Guo, Former reporter, New York Times, Financial Times
Beijing

13:50 - 14:50 Industry Panel 3: Private Sector

Sharon Kour, Partner, Brauti Thorning LLP
 
Atul Menon, Senior Manager, Country Risk Intelligence & List
Management, RBC
 
Danielle O'Campo, Senior Strategy Consultant, Optimus SBR

14:50 - 15:00 Closing Remarks

Mia Nguyen & Angelah Liu, Co-Chairs, Contemporary Asian
Studies Student Union (CASSU)

15:00 - 16:00 Reception

 



I rene  Poetranto
I r ene  Poet ran to  i s  a  Sen io r  Resea rche r  fo r  the  C i t i zen  Lab  and  a  Doc to ra l  S tudent

in  Po l i t i ca l  Sc ience  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ron to .  He r  p r imary  resea rch  i n te res t  i s

on  cybe r secu r i t y  po l i cy  deve lopment  i n  the  G loba l  Sou th ,  e spec ia l l y  i n  the  As ia -

Pac i f i c  reg ion .  She  obta ined  he r  Mas te r ’ s  degree  i n  Po l i t i ca l  Sc ience  and  As ia -

Pac i f i c  S tud ies  f rom the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ron to ,  and  a  Bache lo r ' s  degree  i n  Po l i t i ca l

Sc ience  f rom the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  B r i t i sh  Co lumbia .

S P E A K E R  
B I O G R A P H I E S

K E Y N O T E  P A N E L

The  Honourab le  Senator  Thanh  Ha i  Ngo
The  Honourab le  Sena to r  Thanh  Ha i  Ngo  was  appo in ted  to  the  Sena te  on
September  6 ,  2012 ,  by  the  R igh t  Honourab le  Gove rno r  Genera l  Dav id  Johns ton  on
the  adv i ce  o f  the  R igh t  Honourab le  P r ime  Min i s te r  S tephen  Ha rpe r .  Sena to r  Ngo
immigra ted  to  Canada  in  1975  fo l low ing  the  f a l l  o f  Sa igon  and  the  r i se  o f
commun i sm in  V ie tnam.  He  i s  the  f i r s t  Canad ian  o f  V ie tnamese  o r ig in  to  s i t  i n  the
Sena te .  I n  Pa r l i ament ,  Sena to r  Ngo  con t inues  to  advoca te  fo r  f reedom,
democracy ,  human  r igh t s  and  the  ru le  o f  l aw ,  and  he  con t inues  to  be  a  champion
aga ins t  oppress ion  i n  V ie tnam and  a round  the  wor ld .

Rache l  S i l vey
Rache l  S i l vey  i s  R i cha rd  Cha r le s  Lee  D i rec to r  o f  the  As ian  In s t i t u te  and  P ro fes so r
in  the  Depar tment  o f  Geography  and  P lann ing .  She  i s  a  Facu l t y  A f f i l i a te  i n  CDTS ,
WGSI ,  and  the  E thn i c ,  Immig ra t ion  and  P lu ra l i sm S tud ies  P rogram.  She  rece i ved
her  Ph .D .  i n  Geography  f rom the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Wash ing ton ,  Sea t t l e ,  and  a  dua l
B .A .  f rom the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ca l i fo rn i a  a t  San ta  C ruz  i n  Env i ronmenta l  S tud ies  and
Southeas t  As i an  S tud ies .  P ro fes so r  S i l vey  i s  bes t  known  fo r  he r  re sea rch  on
women ’ s  l abour  and  m ig ra t ion  i n  I ndones ia .  She  has  pub l i shed  w ide l y  i n  the  f i e lds
o f  m ig ra t ion  s tud ies ,  cu l tu ra l  and  po l i t i ca l  geography ,  gender  s tud ies ,  and  c r i t i ca l
deve lopment .  He r  ma jo r  f unded  resea rch  p ro jec t s  have  focused  on  m ig ra t ion ,
gender ,  soc ia l  ne tworks ,  and  economic  deve lopment  i n  I ndones ia ;  immig ra t ion  and
employment  among  Southeas t  As i an -Amer i cans ;  m ig ra t ion  and  marg ina l i za t ion  i n
Bang ladesh  and  Indones ia ;  and  re l ig ion ,  r igh t s  and  Indones ian  m ig ran t  women
worke r s  i n  Saud i  A rab ia .



I N D U S T R Y  P A N E L  1 :  P U B L I C  S E C T O R

Denn is  Lee
Denn i s  Lee  i s  a  Sen io r  Bus iness  Deve lopment  Spec ia l i s t  w i th  the  Onta r io  M in i s t r y  o f
Economic  Deve lopment ,  Job  Crea t ion  and  T rade .  He  i s  re spons ib le  fo r  i nc reas ing  the
number  o f  fo re ign  and  domes t i c  i nves tment s  a t t r ac ted  to  the  p rov ince ,  and  se rves  a s  a
sec to r  exper t  fo r  emerg ing  techno log ies  l i ke  f l ex ib le  &  hyb r id  e lec t ron i c s  ( FHE )  and
add i t i ve  manu fac tu r i ng .  Denn i s  jo ined  the  Onta r io  Pub l i c  Se rv i ce  i n  2011  a f te r
rece i v ing  h i s  Mas te r  o f  Pub l i c  Po l i c y  s tud ies  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ron to .  P r io r  to  th i s ,
he  he ld  a  number  o f  re sea rch -o r ien ted  ro les ,  i nc lud ing  pos i t ions  w i th  the  C i t y  o f
To ron to  and  S t .  M ichae l ’ s  Hosp i ta l .  H i s  pass ion  fo r  po l i cy  i s sues  p rompted  h im and  h i s
f r i ends  to  c rea te  “Beyond  the  Head l ines ,"  a  cu r ren t  a f f a i r s  r ad io  show tha t  con t inues
to  a i r  on  C IUT  89 .5  FM.  He  a l so  ho lds  an  Honour s  Bache lo r  o f  A r t s  degree  f rom UofT ,
where  he  comple ted  h i s  t r a in ing  i n  the  Co l l abora t i ve  Mas te r ’ s  i n  As i a -Pac i f i c  S tud ies
p rogram.

Sarah  A lam
Sa rah  A lam i s  an  EdD (Doc to r  o f  Educa t ion )  s tudent  pu r su ing  a  co l l abora t i ve  p rogram
in  Soc ia l  Jus t i ce  Educa t ion  and  South  As i an  S tud ies  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ron to .  She
i s  a l so  a  fo rmer  Pub l i c  D ip lomacy  Spec ia l i s t  a t  U .S .  M i s s ion  i n  Ka rach i  Pak i s tan  fo r  the
S indh  and  Ba luch i s tan  p rov inces  f rom 2010-2018 .  She  i s  ce r t i f i ed  i n  g ran t s
management  and  has  exper ience  i n  soc ia l  ac t i v i sm,  p ro fes s iona l  deve lopment  t r a in ing ,
team leader sh ip ,  and  NGO Management .  A t  p resen t ,  she  i s  work ing  a t  the  As ian
Ins t i t u te  a t  the  Munk  Schoo l  o f  G loba l  A f f a i r s  and  Pub l i c  Po l i c y .    She  i s  the  founder
Cha i rpe r son  o f  the  Nor th  Amer i can  Assoc ia t ion  fo r  Sou th  As i an  A f f a i r s  (NAASAA) ,  a
reg i s te red  no t  fo r  p ro f i t  o rgan i za t ion  based  in  Canada  work ing  to  address  Soc ia l
Jus t i ce  I s sues  i n  the  Sou th  As i an  reg ion .  She  has  se rved  fo r  seve ra l  yea r s  on  no t  fo r
p ro f i t  o rgan i za t ions  i n  Pak i s tan  as  the i r  boa rd  member  and  D i rec to r ,  i nc lud ing  IEARN
Pak i s tan ,  Spec ia l  O lymp ics  o f  Pak i s tan ,  Young  Soc ia l  Re fo rmers ,  and  Pak -US  A lumn i
Network .  She  ava i l ed  18  In te rna t iona l  Scho la r sh ips  and  th ree  USG funded  exchange
programs .  She  has  a l so  t aught  med ia  s tud ies  and  bus iness  commun ica t ion  to
underg radua te  s tudent s  a s  a  v i s i t i ng  l ec tu re r  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ka rach i  and  J innah
Un ive r s i t y  fo r  Women .

I N D U S T R Y  P A N E L  2 :  A R T S  &  M E D I A

S idney  Ch iu
With  a  focus  on  f i lms  w i th  i n te rna t iona l  appea l ,  S idney  Ch iu ’ s  p roduc ing  c red i t s
i nc lude  LOVE JACKED,  a  Canada  South  A f r i can  romant i c  comedy  co -p roduc t ion
s ta r r i ng  Amber  Wes t  and  Ke i th  Dav id–w inne r  o f  the  Bes t  Na r ra t i ve  Fea tu re  a t  the  Pan
Af r i can  F i lm  Fes t i va l  ( Los  Ange les )  2018 .  COCONUT HERO,  a  Canada  German  co -
p roduc t ion  w i th  S i x  I s l and  P roduc t ions  and  UFA F i c t ion  d i rec ted  by  F lo r i an  Cossen  and
Lo la  nomina ted ,  w inne r  o f  the  Bes t  F i lm  in  Focus  a t  the  Zu r i ch  F i lm  Fes t i va l  i n  2015 ,
BANG BANG BABY s ta r r i ng  Jane  Levy ,  and  Pe te r  S to rmare  fo r  Scy th i a  F i lms ,  w inne r  o f
the  C laude  Ju t ra  Award  a t  the  To ron to  In te rna t iona l  F i lm  Fes t i va l  i n  2015 .  S idney  was
a l so  the  P roduc t ion  Manager  on  the  Mandar in  romant i c  comedy  F INDING MR R IGHT,
wh ich  g rossed  ove r  80  Mi l l i on  USD.  THREE  DAYS  IN  HAVANA s ta r r i ng  G i l  Be l lows
d i rec ted  by  Tony  Pan tages  and  G i l  Be l lows ,  sho t  i n  Havana  Cuba  w i th  E1  d i s t r ibu t ing
in  Canada .  S idney ’ s  f i r s t  p roduced  fea tu re  en t i t l ed  A  N IGHT FOR DY ING T IGERS
wr i t ten  /  d i rec ted  by  Te r r y  M i le s  p remie red  a t  T IFF  i n  2012 .

Ani ta  L i
An i ta  L i  i s  a  med ia  consu l t an t  and  jou rna l i sm p ro fes so r  who  has  worked  as  a  mu l t i -
p l a t fo rm jou rna l i s t  i n  To ron to ,  New York  C i t y  and  Ot tawa .  An i t a  s ta r ted  ou t  he r  ca ree r
as  a  repor te r  and  ed i to r  a t  Canad ian  es tab l i shment  pub l i ca t ions ,  i nc lud ing  The
Toron to  S ta r ,  The  G lobe  and  Ma i l  and  CBC.  A f te r  tha t ,  she  worked  in  s t r a teg i c  ro les  a t
Amer i can  d ig i t a l  med ia  s ta r tups ,  such  as  Fus ion ,  Complex  Med ia  and  Mashab le .  An i t a
was  the  fo rmer  d i rec to r  o f  commun i t i e s  a t  The  D i scou r se ,  a  d i s rup t i ve  new p laye r  i n
Canad ian  med ia  tha t  f i l l s  i n  gaps  i n  news  cove rage  fo r  under se rved  commun i t i e s .  She
i s  a l so  a  member  o f  the  2020 -21  On l ine  News  Assoc ia t ion  boa rd  o f  d i rec to r s .  G i ven
her  un ique  background ,  An i t a  has  es tab l i shed  he r se l f  an  i ndus t r y  l eader  and  exper t  i n
jou rna l i sm innova t ion ,  aud ience -pay  bus iness  mode l s ,  news room d i ve r s i t y ,  and  med ia
e th i c s .  She  i s  a  f requent  med ia  commenta to r  who  has  spoken  on  these  top i c s  i n  p ress
in te rv iews  and  a t  con fe rences  wor ldw ide .



I N D U S T R Y  P A N E L   2 :  A R T S  &  M E D I A

Owen Guo
A s to ry te l l e r  and  a  news  j unk ie ,  Owen  Guo  i s  a  second-yea r  Mas te r  o f  G loba l  A f f a i r s
cand ida te  a t  the  Munk  Schoo l .  Du r ing  h i s  seven -yea r  jou rna l i sm ca ree r ,  he  was  once
chased  by  thugs  on  a  h ighway ,  fought  gove rnment  censo r sh ip ,  and  amus ing l y ,  w ro te
about  how Wes te rn  deodoran t  p roduce r s  f a i l ed  to  conquer  the  Ch inese  a rmp i t .  Be fo re
mov ing  to  To ron to ,  he  was  a  re sea rche r  and  wr i te r  i n  the  Be i j i ng  bu reau  o f  the  New
York  T imes ,  cove r ing  bus iness  and  po l i t i c s  i n  Ch ina .  P r io r  to  the  T imes ,  he  was  an
ass i s t an t  jou rna l i s t  fo r  the  F inanc ia l  T imes  i n  Be i j i ng ,  focus ing  on  Ch ina ’ s  ene rgy  and
env i ronmenta l  i s sues .  He  ho lds  a  mas te r ’ s  degree  i n  i n te rcu l tu ra l  commun ica t ion  f rom
Shangha i  I n te rna t iona l  S tud ies  Un i ve r s i t y .  Cu r ren t l y ,  he ’ s  con templa t i ng  a  book  about
Canad ian  n i ceness  and  i t s  soc ia l  imp l i ca t ions .

I N D U S T R Y  P A N E L  3 :  P R I V A T E  S E C T O R

Sharon  Kour
Sha ron  i s  a  re s t ruc tu r i ng  and  in so l vency  l awye r .  She  p rac t i ced  fo r  c lose  to  ten  yea r s  a t
McCar thy  Te t rau l t  LLP  be fo re  jo in ing  he r  pa r tne r s  a t  B rau t i  Tho rn ing  LLP  to  bu i ld  a
bout ique  i n so l vency  and  res t ruc tu r i ng  g roup .  Sha ron ’ s  p rac t i ce  focuses  on  i n so l vency
dea l s  and  l i t iga t ion ,  en fo rcement  p roceed ings ,  d i s t re s sed  as se t  sa le s ,  and  complex
commerc ia l  and  in te rna t iona l  d i spu tes .  Sha ron  i s  expe r ienced  counse l  i n  c ross -bo rde r
mat te r s .  She  has  rep resen ted  c l i en t s  f rom va r ious  j u r i sd i c t ions ,  i nc lud ing  Ch ina ,
S ingapore ,  and  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  Sha ron  obta ined  he r  underg radua te  degree  f rom
Tr in i t y  Co l l ege  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ron to  where  she  g radua ted  w i th  D i s t i nc t ion .  She
obta ined  he r  J .D .  f rom Wes te rn  Law in  2009 .

Atu l  Menon
Atu l  j o in s  us  f rom RBC,  where  he  recen t l y  s t a r ted  as  a  Sen io r  Manager ,  Count r y  R i s k
In te l l igence  &  L i s t  Management .  A t  RBC,  A tu l ’ s  new ro le  dea l s  w i th  the  de tec t ion ,
eva lua t ion ,  and  m i t iga t ion  o f  regu la to ry ,  geo-po l i t i ca l ,  r epu ta t iona l ,  f i nanc ia l ,  and
lega l  exposu re  to  g loba l  an t i -money  l aunder ing ,  sanc t ions ,  and  o the r  f i nanc ia l  c r imes
i s sues .  P r io r  to  th i s ,  A tu l  worked  a t  Sco t i abank  (G loba l  R i s k  Management )  a s  a
Manager ,  Count r y  and  Indus t r y  R i s k  Ana l y s i s .  A t  Sco t i abank ,  A tu l ’ s  ro le  encompassed
mu l t ip le  p ro jec t s /de l i ve rab les ,  wh i ch  r anged  f rom he lp ing  enhance  the  r i s k  i n s igh t s
and  ana l y s i s  p roduced  by  GRM,  suppor t i ng  the  c red i t  o f f i ce r s  i n  adapt ing  and
improv ing  indus t r y  r i s k  repor t s ,  and  o the r  p ro jec t s .  A tu l  was  a l so  a  co - founder  o f  the
Globa l  R i s k  Obse rva to ry  a t  the  Munk  Schoo l .  The  G loba l  R i s k  Obse rva to ry  mon i to r s
t r ad i t iona l  and  non- t r ad i t iona l  qua l i t a t i ve  r i s k s  to  the  g loba l  pub l i c - sec to r ,  p r i va te -
sec to r ,  and  c i v i l  soc ie t y .  A tu l  ho lds  a  Mas te r  o f  G loba l  A f f a i r s  f rom the  Munk  Schoo l
and  a  BA  in  I n te rna t iona l  S tud ies  f rom S imon  F rase r  Un i ve r s i t y .

Dan ie l le  O'Campo
Dan ie l l e  i s  an  exper ienced  s t r a tegy  and  opera t ions  management  consu l t an t  w i th
exper ience  work ing  on  s t r a tegy ,  management ,  des ign  th ink ing ,  and  behav io ra l
economics  p ro jec t s  i n  l ead ing  f i rms  i n  Sou theas t  As i a  and  Canada .  Ove r  the  l a s t  6
yea r s ,  she  has  adv i sed  c l i en t s  ac ross  va r ious  sec to r s ,  spec i f i ca l l y  FMCG,  food  and
beve rage ,  hosp i ta l i t y ,  t e lecommun ica t ions ,  and  f i nanc ia l  se r v i ces .  She  has  founded  a
soc ia l  en te rp r i se  fo r  the  l i ve l i hood  o f  f a rmers  i n  the  Ph i l ipp ines  and  has  been
cu l tu ra l l y  immersed  and  exposed  to  a round  30  coun t r i e s .



O R G A N I Z I N G  C O M M I T T E E

R a c h e l  S i l v e y
D i r e c t o r ,  A s i a n  I n s t i t u t e

S h a n n o n  G a r d e n - S m i t h
R e s e a r c h  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  A s i a n  I n s t i t u t e

D a s h a  K u z n e t s o v a
E v e n t  C o o r d i n a t o r  &  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,

 A s i a n  I n s t i t u t e  

K a t h e r i n e  M a c I v o r
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