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Are you an innovator? A problem
solver? Are you determined to make a
difference? The Master of Global
Affairs is designed especially for you.

Master of
Global Affairs

The Master of Global Affairs (MGA) is a
two-year professional program that
combines rigorous coursework with
practical experience to build the capacity
of tomorrow’s leaders. 

Through our courses, professional
internship, Capstone project and student
leadership initiatives, you will gain the
tools needed to impact the world around
you.



Why study
at the
Munk
School?

— Michael Donnelly, Director of Professional Master's
Programs, Munk School of Global Affairs & Public Policy

The world needs leaders, and those leaders need to
understand complicated social problems, deep political
disagreements, challenging economic environments, and
coming changes to the climate that will reshape our world.
Here at the Munk School, we train professionals to deal
with these and many other issues. Our faculty includes
world-renowned scholars of economics, political science,
sociology, history, social work and other disciplines,
alongside public policy practitioners who bring a wealth of
hands-on experience in the public, private, and non-profit
sectors.

When you join the Master of Global Affairs (MGA)
program, you will learn to think critically about Canadian
and global challenges. Your classes will push you to
rigorously evaluate policies, to ask not just how things are
done today, but how they can be done better. You will
participate in a variety of student leadership initiatives,
from Global Conversations to the Indigenous Policy
Initiative. You will learn how to negotiate in complex
strategic environments, how to adapt a government to the
digital age, and how to lead a team of talented
colleagues.

As a two year program, the MGA combines both academic
and practical training. During your first year, you will be
introduced to the core theories and tools of global affairs,
covering topics like global security, development, human
rights, innovation policy, and global markets.

The following summer, the expert staff of the School will
help you find an internship that matches your skills and
interests. In the second year, you will bring the
experience of that internship back into the classroom and
into your extracurricular activities while deepening your
expertise and preparing to launch your career.

The University of Toronto is an international community,
and your fellow students will come from all over the
world. Our alumni, in turn, take positions all over the
world. When you need to find an expert on Japan, you
can go to the Centre for the Study of Global Japan.
When you want to learn more about Ukraine, you can go
to the Petro Jacyk Program for the Study of Ukraine.
Whatever region of the world catches your interest
today, you can find an expert to meet, a speech to
attend, or a class to take that will answer your questions
and give you a hundred new ones.

Daily life at the Munk School includes lots of classes, but
just as importantly, you will spend your time surrounded
by a rich community of peers, alumni, faculty, fellows,
staff, and visitors.

On a single day, you might attend a class taught by a
former high-ranking civil servant in the morning, have
lunch with friends studying for their Master of Public
Policy, attend a workshop on the authoritarian
censorship on social media given by a visitor in the
afternoon, and network with alumni in the evening.

From the day you arrive at the Munk School for our
Math-Econ Prep Courses until the day you walk across
the stage in Convocation Hall to receive your diploma,
you will be challenged to think both big and small. You
will ask how a small business can find export markets
and how the G7 can rescue a struggling world economy,
how to best design a slide show about inequality and
how to coordinate global action against human rights
violations. Whatever challenges you take on in your
career, we hope you prepare for them by spending some
time with us here at the Munk School.



450 applications
112 students in the Class of 2025
64% female, 35% male, 1% not-
identified
45% international students
24 countries represented
3.7 average final year GPA

For the cohort entering in 2023:

The University of Toronto has a reputation of
global excellence. U of T is ranked #1 in Canada
and #18 in the world according to the Times
Higher Education’s World University Rankings
2023. 

You want to study in a global city. The Munk
School of Global Affairs & Public Policy is located
at the University’s St. George Campus, in the
heart of downtown Toronto, one of the most
dynamic and diverse cities in the world. 

You want to learn with students from a diverse
range of perspectives and experiences. Our high-
performing students are admitted from a wide
range of academic backgrounds, and more than
40% of our incoming cohort are international
students.

You are interested in global issues and in solving
complicated challenges. The MGA is your ticket to
the global market!

You will be taught by world-class faculty and
practitioners. These experts come from a wide
range of backgrounds and give the program an
interdisciplinary advantage.

You want to become part of a global network
of emerging leaders. Through our
MunkConnect platform, you will tap into the
diverse professional backgrounds and global
perspectives of your peers and you will join an
engaged network of alumni. 

You will gain practical hands-on work
experience to enhance your competitiveness in
the global market through your summer
internship, student leadership initiatives and
much more.

Why choose the Master of Global Affairs? 



A downtown campus
Location, location, locationThe University of Toronto is a global leader in

research and teaching and Canada's top university.
You will benefit from its excellent reputation and
also from access to central U of T resources and
services, including health and wellness, recreation,
athletic facilities, social activities, clubs and other
academic resources.

Housed within the University of Toronto, the Munk
School of Global Affairs & Public Policy is at the
forefront of interdisciplinary research, teaching and
global engagement. It is home to dozens of centres,
research labs and teaching programs, including the
Asian Institute; the Centre for European, Russian,
and Eurasian Studies (CERES); the Centre for the
Study of Global Japan; the Centre for the Study of
the United States; and the Trudeau Centre for
Peace, Conflict and Justice.

From the Citizen Lab’s work to investigate and
expose digital espionage against civil society to the
Innovation Policy Lab’s efforts to build a more
sustainable, inclusive economy, the Munk School's
experts are leading important global conversations
on everything from cybersecurity and human rights
to innovation policy and global justice. 

The Munk School is in the heart of downtown Toronto,
one of the largest cities in North America and one of the
most diverse cities in the world. We are only steps away
from Queen’s Park, public transit, restaurants, shopping,
parks, sporting events, cultural institutions, festivals and
much more.



The Munk School's Master of Global Affairs is a two-year program that combines rigorous academic
study with a global summer internship. 

Year One

Global Development
Global Innovation Policy
Global Security
Human Rights and Global Justice
Microeconomics for Global Affairs* 
Macroeconomics: Markets, Institutions and Growth* 
Statistics for Global Affairs

Core courses: 
Global Internship Course- GLA1007H 
(between Year 1 and Year 2) 

The Munk School's MGA Program connects
students to internships in top-tier international
and national institutions, businesses, and civil
society organizations. This is a mandatory 10-16
week summer internship.

GLA2029H — Sustainability in the World: A
Living Lab Course
GLA2027H — Ethics and Global Affairs
GLA2034H — Decision-Making & Strategic
Thinking

Elective one: choose one of three options:

Elective two: choose from a list of year two
elective offerings each year

*an intermediate level is available for students
with advanced knowledge in this subject

Math-Econ Prep Courses (Summer before Year 1)

The Master of Global Affairs program equips students
with a strong quantitative foundation for their future
careers. During the Math-Econ Prep Courses, you will
have the opportunity to strengthen your math skills and
become familiar with concepts that will be covered in
first-year core quantitative courses. You will be required
to write a diagnostic test at the end of the Prep Courses
to determine which Microeconomics and
Macroeconomics course you should take.

Master of Global Affairs



Year Two

Research Methods for Capstone 
Capstone Seminar 
+ 5 elective courses 

 Development
 Innovation Policy
 Human Rights and Global Justice
 Markets
 Global Security
 The Digital World
 Global Policy

Core courses:

Students must take a minimum of 1.5 full courses or three
electives in a chosen emphasis. The completion of a
particular emphasis will be recognized on your transcript
at graduation.
 
 Year Two emphases:

MGA students are required to take 9.0  full courses or 18
half courses.

Capstone project

The Capstone Project is a culminating
assignment that ties all the foundational
elements of the MGA curriculum—
collaboration, practical work experience, and
innovative problem-solving—together in a
culminating project. Through the capstone, you
will have the opportunity to apply your
knowledge to the needs of real-world clients. 

The World Bank
MaRS 
RBC (Royal Bank of Canada)
Ministry of Economic Development, Job
Creation and Trade
Statistics Canada
CIFAR (Canadian Institute for Advanced
Research)
Global Affairs Canada
International Association of Chiefs of Police

Past capstone clients have included:

"The best part of my capstone was being able to work closely with the provincial government
and gain insights on the policy process directly from policy leaders. I am grateful to have
contributed to a policy framework which may shape a future digital strategy for the province
and impact businesses in our local communities.” 

— Justine Tanguay, MGA '21, on her capstone project consulting for the
Ontario Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation, and Trade



Learn from
the experts
The Munk School is home to world-class faculty
and researchers and boasts more than 60 core
and cross-appointed faculty and academic
directors, 34 affiliated named chairs and
professorships and some 230 affiliated faculty
from across the University of Toronto.

Students learn from faculty and experienced
leaders from a range of disciplines, linking
theory with real-world experience. The
curriculum focuses on the five pillars — global
security, global development, human rights and
global justice, innovation policy and global
markets — giving students the necessary tools
to become effective practitioners and leaders in
their chosen field.

Banner: University Professor Janice Stein; Left to Right
(from top row): Professor Peter Loewen, Director of the
Munk School of Global Affairs & Public Policy; Professor  
Ayelet Shachar; University Professor Dan Breznitz;
(second row) University Professor Janice Stein;
Professor Stephan Heblich; Associate Professor Diana
Fu; (third row) Professor Ron Deibert; Assistant
Professor Laura Garcia-Montoya; Professor Ron Levi;
(fourth row) Professor Lynette Ong; Associate Professor
Wilson Prichard; Professor Phillip Lipscy; (fifth row)  
Assistant Professor Moussa Blimpo; Associate Professor
Darius Ornston; Professor Shiri Breznitz (sixth row)  
Professor John Robinson; Assistant Professor Rie Kijima;
Professor Mark Manger.



Juris Doctor/Master of Global Affairs (JD/MGA)
Master of Global Affairs/Master of Business
Administration (MGA/MBA)

Combined Programs: 

Joint programs & specializations
In addition to the standalone Master of Global
Affairs program and dual degree programs, you
can also complete a combined degree program,
collaborative specialization, or study abroad on an
exchange.

If you are interested in studying abroad for a term
during your time in the Master of Global Affairs
program, you can take advantage of the robust
opportunities provided by U of T’s Centre for
International Experience.

Exchange programs

Collaborative Master’s Specialization in
Contemporary East and Southeast Asian
Studies
Collaborative Specialization in Ethnic,
Immigration, and Pluralism Studies
Collaborative Specialization in Environmental
Studies
Collaborative program in Public Health Policy

Collaborative Specializations: 

"The Master of Global Affairs is a dynamic and life-changing program
which provides unparalleled exposure, hones your strengths, and
sharpens your skills. This program equips you to be successful in an array
of industries in any part of the world. As MGASA President, I coupled my
education with leadership and strategy skills. I feel equipped, now more
than ever, to take on any challenge put before me." 

Kudzaishe Gondora, MGA '23
President, Master of Global Affairs Students' Association



Munk School students have the opportunity to
stretch their degree across continents by
earning two distinct and complementary
master's degrees in just over two years.

Students in a dual degree program graduate
with a multidisciplinary approach to global
affairs and a truly multicultural perspective,
and benefit from the unique academic
strengths of each institution, the depth of the
networks centered in their geographic region
and their wide-reaching internship resources.

Dual degrees

Study in London at LSE

The dual degree between the
University of Toronto and the
London School of Economics and
Political Science will allow you to
gain two distinct and
complementary degrees. You'll
spend the first year in London
pursuing a Master of Public
Administration, followed by a
global internship, and the
second year in Toronto studying
for the MGA.

Master of Public Administration
(MPA) from LSE / Master of Global
Affairs (MGA) from U of T

Sciences Po is widely recognized  
as one of the world’s leading
schools for political science and
international relations. Students
in the dual degree program
pursue a Master of Public Policy
in Paris during the first year,
complete a summer internship,
and join the Munk School’s MGA
program for the second year.

Study in Paris at Sciences Po

Master of Public Policy (MPP) from
Sciences Po / Master of Global
Affairs (MGA) from U of T

The Hertie School of
Governance in Berlin is a
leading European hub for
research, policy and public
engagement. Students begin
the program in Berlin pursuing a
Master of International Affairs,
do a global internship over the
summer and spend the second
year at the Munk School in the
Master of Global Affairs
program. 

Study in Berlin at the
Hertie School

Master of International Affairs from
the Hertie School / Master of Global
Affairs (MGA) from U of T



NGOs
27%

Private
sector
24%

19%

Multilateral
organizations

18%

12%

Internships
The internship is a core part of the MGA program.
You will have the opportunity to gain real-world
experience in top-tier corporations, international
and national institutions, and civil society
organizations. 
Our dedicated Global Internship Manager provides
students with career support and professional
development opportunities to help you land your
internships. You will have the opportunity to work
with MGA internship partners or to carve your own
path with the support of the Professional
Development and Careers Strategy team. Some
MGA Internship partners have included the World
Bank, OECD, UNICEF, Global Affairs Canada,
Manulife, KPMG, and the UN Environment Program
(UNEP). 

"For my MGA internship, I worked at the Permanent
Mission of Canada to the United Nations in Geneva,
Switzerland in their Disarmament, Peace, and
Security department. In this capacity, I represented
Canada at international meetings and worked with
other country offices in areas such as gender
equality, getting more women involved in the
security field, and creating constructive discussions
around disarmament issues. This position also gave
me the opportunity to attend UN conferences,
including the Conference on Disarmament, the
Human Rights Commission, the Economic and
Social Council, and various treaty body meetings. 

The experience allowed me to gain a plethora of
new communication and organizational skills that I
continue to use in my career since the MGA
program. By working with other country offices, I
was able to better develop my interpersonal skills
and effectively prioritize my work. All of the skills I
gained in this position not only allowed me to come
back to the Munk School more equipped for our
Capstone project, but also prepared me for work
after school, as my supervisors always treated me
like a fellow colleague rather than just an intern.”

Sarah Sutherland, MGA '20 

MGA internships by sector

MGA students have completed internships in 63
countries to date, with more than 320 placement
hosts.

Government

ThinkTank/Research



Private sector
49%

Government
22%

NGOs
14%

ThinkTanks
13%

MGA alumni employment by
sector (2012-2023)

Multilateral organizations
2%

“My experience at the Munk School was totally
transformational. By providing graduate
students with the tools to develop their own
frameworks for interpreting global affairs, the
MGA program nourishes curiosity in a way that
supports all types of future leaders. No other
program exists quite like it.”

US Diplomat, US Department of State
Manager, Sustainability and Climate Change, Deloitte Canada
Project Lead, Special Projects, City of Toronto
Head of Programs, Tecnologia Critica
Management Consultant, City of Toronto
Grants Officer, Alberta Machine Intelligence Institute
Assistant Director, Atlantic Council
Administrative Officer, IRCC
Desk Officer, Global Affairs Canada
Project Manager, Transparentem
Commercial Projects Manager, Infrastructure Ontario
Senior Analyst, Public Services and Procurement Canada
Policy Analyst, Canada Border Services Agency
Humanitarian Access Manager, Norwegian Refugee Council
UN Fellow, United Nations
Senior Policy Analyst, Ontario Ministry of Colleges and Universities
Relationship Manager, Export Development Canada
Policy Strategist, Government Agencies and Crown Courts, Engage
Communications Manager, Covenant House Toronto
Associate, ESG Global Advisors Inc
Humanitarian Affairs Manager,Doctors Without Borders / Medecins
Sans Frontieres (MSF)

Recent jobs held by MGA graduates include (updated in
2023):
 

What can you do with an MGA degree?
The MGA prioritizes your professional development. That's why we make it a key component of the program and
work with you from day one, to ensure you are fully equipped for your mandatory summer internship. Our
comprehensive first-year workshops and dedicated support will set you on the path to success. In the second
year of the program, we shift our focus to career planning and job searching. Our integrated career development
approach ensures you have all the necessary skills and experiences to achieve your career goals. Our dedicated
team of experts is committed to supporting your professional growth during your time at the Munk School and
throughout your career.

— Giancarlo Da-Ré, MGA '23, winner of the
Peter Mansbridge Gold Medal

Academic/



Mentorship
When second-year master's student Christian
Avendano first enrolled at the Munk School, he never
imagined that he would one day get personal advice
from a former Canadian premier. That is, until the
Munk School Mentorship Program paired Avendano
with Munk School Fellow and former Ontario Premier,
Dalton McGuinty.

“Dalton has been invaluable throughout my master’s
journey,” Avendano says. “He has given me insights
and lessons from his career in politics, including his
time as Premier of Ontario.”

“The Munk School has a great reputation for
supporting their students in their policy career journey
through its helpful staff, talented alumni, and strong
connection with the public and private sectors,”
Avenado explains. “I chose to study at the Munk
School because I believed the focus on economics and
quantitative skills would make me job-ready.” What he
didn’t know at the time was that the fellows mentorship
program would become an integral part of that
preparation for real-world career-building. 

Launched in January 2022, the mentorship program
places Munk School students and fellows/faculty on an
interconnected path of reciprocal learning. Master’s
students are matched with one of the School’s faculty
or fellows: these include educators, private sector
leaders, former diplomats, and policy-makers. This
dynamic partnership between student and fellow
creates a mutual relationship that empowers and
propels students forward in their career paths. 

The mentorship program’s strength is that it gives
students the opportunity to learn from career
professionals in the policy world,” Avendano says,

"It’s given me the courage to continue asking policy
professionals for advice throughout my career.”

With 32 students being matched to fellows in the first
year, the Munk School was able to provide a mentor
for every student who requested one, a further
testament to the fellows’ dedication to enriching the
student experience. 

Moussa P. Blimpo, an Assistant Professor at the Munk
School and former senior economist at the World
Bank, sees his role of mentor as an opportunity to give
students the same support he once received. “I have
benefited significantly from mentorship during my
years as a student,” says Blimpo.

“Sometimes, what makes a difference is having a
trusted ear to safely voice questions and concerns,
and seek guidance when unsure. My commitment to
supporting my students and signing up for mentorship
roles is a small way for me to give back to the
community.”

Now, through the mentorship program, fellows have
the opportunity to build engaging, mutually beneficial
relationships with their student mentees that mirror
the Munk School’s commitment to interdisciplinary
teaching and dialogue. It’s a commitment, Blimpo
says, that lends itself to a legacy that reaches far
beyond campus. “At the Munk School, it isn’t just
about the classrooms; it is a rich experience – you
have unique opportunities to engage with student
peers, staff, faculty, and fellows who are passionate
about ideas and solutions to address all sorts of
challenges, local and global.”

Updated and edited, with files from Gloria Alamrew



Public engagement

The Munk School of Global Affairs & Public
Policy is an engaged community of scholars who
are committed to producing excellent research
within the University and having real impact
outside of it. We frequently host visiting
scholars, politicians, practitioners and other
leading experts at our public events and in the
classroom. MGA students have special access to
many of our events, as well as private
engagements with leading thinkers.

This page: President Zelenskyy of Ukraine addresses
Munk School students; Munk School Director Peter
Loewen, former Australian PM Kevin Rudd, Governor
of the Bank of Canada Tiff Macklem; Foreign Affairs
Minister Mélanie Joly speaks at the Munk School.

Opposite page: Estonian President Alar Karis speaks
with students; U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor meets MGA students; Stanford's Francis
Fukuyama, Francis Fukuyama is the Olivier Nomellini
Senior Fellow at Stanford University's  Freeman
Spogli Institute for International Studies; Professor
Joseph Wong at the TIFF / Munk School speaker
series; Munk School presents The Future of Money at
Koerner Hall; Timothy Snyder, Richard C. Levin
Professor of International History, Yale University.





Student Leadership
Initiatives

Beyond the Headlines
Consulting Careers Initiative
Environmental Working Group
Equity, Diversity and Public Policy Initiative
Ford + Munk Conference
Global Development Initiative
Global Conversations
Indigenous Policy Initiative

While studying in the MGA program, you will have the opportunity to take part in a range of Student Leadership
Initiatives (SLIs), case competitions, and conferences. From publishing journals and hosting podcasts to serving as
consultants on problems in the real-world. The Munk School's student leadership initiatives offer the chance to get
involved, gain experience and apply your skills. This year, we have the following initiatives in place:

Mental Health Policy Initiative
MGA Students Association (MGASA)
Munk School Black Student Association (MSBSA)
Public Policy & Governance Revie
PATH: Career Introduction and Exploration Series
Policy Innovation initiative
Public Good Initiative
Spectrum

"Global Conversations offered me a rewarding SLI
experience because it gave me the chance to
work alongside a large team of fellow students,
helping them to improve their writing skills
outside of the classroom. I gained valuable
leadership and project management experience
that I can bring to my future work. I now have a
portfolio of published articles in the field of global
affairs. SLIs are a great way to meet your fellow
classmates and to build your professional profile,
so I would strongly encourage incoming students
to find an SLI that is right for them!"

David Watson, MGA '21
Co-Editor in Chief
(2020-21), Global
Conversations

Global Conversations (GC) is a media organization run by
Master of Global Affairs (MGA) students. GC seeks to
engage the major events and trends impacting our world
by offering the opinions and analyses of MGA students,
accredited experts, and practitioners. GC offers students
the opportunity to write, research and publish content
through analytical pieces, op-eds, blog-style articles, and
podcasts. Visit www.munkgc.com to learn more. 

Join the global conversation



As an incoming Master of Global Affairs student, the breadth
of available career options and paths can seem quite
daunting. Even in the second year of the program, many
students' goals and vision for the future may change and
evolve. PATH is a Student Leadership Initiative that supports
MGA students as they navigate this journey in both years of
the program.

PATH offers panels, networking opportunities and workshops
to help students understand the unique value of their degree
and to gain exposure to the opportunities available to them
upon graduation. Each month of the school year features a
different sector relating to the field of global affairs, and
brings working professionals, MGA alumni and faculty into
conversation with current students.

Through the sector-specific panels, students gain insight into
what a career in a certain field looks like, with an emphasis
on emerging trends and future challenges as well as
discussion around specific skills that recruiters are looking
for. Last year’s workshops focused on maximizing the MGA
internship experience as well as mindfulness and maintaining
wellness during the job search. 

PATH: Career Introduction &
Exploration Series

Several networking opportunities as part of the PATH
event series allow MGA students to connect with
students from other cohorts and with MGA alumni and
PATH panelists from the year.

As co-chair of PATH, I planned and oversaw all PATH
events and activities. I was responsible for coordinating
the logistics, finances and marketing of all events and
panels. My co-chair and I hired a team of 12 fellow
graduate students to design the various sector-specific
panels, recruit relevant panelists and host the discussion.
We also had the chance to collaborate with MGA faculty
and other SLIs for specific events. Being the lead for this
SLI was an amazing opportunity to hone my leadership,
communication, and project management skills. 

Chloë Harle, MGA '24,
served as Co-Chair of
PATH: Career
Introduction and
Exploration Series. 



I loved the fact that the MGA was not your typical
academic degree with a focus on only theory. The
global arena is complex and ever-changing, which
requires us to be more open-minded, flexible and
pragmatic when tackling everyday issues. What I
found unique was that the program provided
students with an opportunity to take theory and
apply it in real-life settings with its research, policy
labs, innovative capstone and internship
programs. We also got to engage decision-makers
within non-government, government and private
sector organizations to understand how they are
both impacted and shaped by global policies.
Above all, I cherish and found it humbling to be
part of a dynamic and ambitious group of global
students from all walks of life looking to make a
difference in their homes, communities, and
countries.

regulatory decision-making. I took this interest and
had the opportunity to work within the Ontario
Public Service, helping to shape public policy
issues and regulatory matters. Through this
experience, I was able to build a strong network,
which propelled me into the financial services
sector working in Regulatory Compliance,
Operational Risk, and Data Management at the
bank. 

What would you say to Black students and
other students of colour thinking about
pursuing a Master of Global Affairs degree?
 
I would encourage Black and students of colour to
consider pursuing the MGA for three reasons. First,
the MGA program offers students of colour
exposure and new ways of thinking of global public
affairs through its lectures, student body, and
external learning opportunities. Second, the MGA
program continues to provide space and
opportunity for Black and students of colour to be
represented and engaged in sectors where we have
been historically underrepresented. Third, the MGA
offers access to a growing and established network
of global professionals spread across the world and
always eager to support each other. You are not
just joining an academic program, but a community
of friends and peers.

Edward Kawooya, MGA '16
Associate Director, Operational Risk, RBC

What did you like most about the MGA
program?

How has your MGA helped you in your
career?

Alumni spotlight

The MGA helped me realize that my academic
background could be leveraged in a variety of
sectors — be it government or private sector.
Through the course offerings and teaching staff, I
developed an interest in capital markets and 



Darcy Drury, MGA/MBA '18
Senior Policy Advisor + Senior Consultant, Policy Innovation Hub
Cabinet Office, Government of Ontario

What did you like most about the MGA program?
In the real-world, you always work with other people,
yet so much of education asks students to operate in
isolation. What I appreciated most about the MGA
program was the amount of group work and the types
of questions we were asked to answer. At the Munk
School, we were regularly put on teams and challenged
with projects such as modelling the likelihood of
different climate policies by the federal government,
researching and designing multinational taxation
regimes, and mapping out the flow of small arms (i.e.,
guns and landmines) across the globe. You learn to
work with others, to manage your expectations of
them, while recognizing what you bring to the table in
a professional setting.

How has your MGA helped position you in your career? 
I wouldn’t have the job I have now without my MGA
degree. The MGA is a badge of honour on my resume
that reflects the fact that I can grapple with big picture
problems (like an executive), clearly communicate
complex ideas succinctly, and tap a network of classmates
and alumni for the questions I don’t understand. Every
MGA leaves the program with a humble appreciation for
the complexity of how the world works. We are also
practiced at the art of taking vast amounts of information
and synthesizing it into a succinct argument or idea: no
executive has ever asked me for a 10-page paper on
anything, but they regularly ask me for a slide or two that
encapsulates a broad concept. I also use my MGA as my
edge in interviews and introductions, it signals that I care
about the future of our world and have awareness of
some key social issues—often rare in the private sector.

Alumni spotlight

What did you like most about the MGA program?
The people I met were amazing: they were from everywhere, talented, with
interesting backgrounds and range of interests. It was a professional degree that got
me ready for working in international development. The courses taught by
practitioners, the emphasis on strategic thinking, the internship experience, practical
skills development, the networking opportunities, and opportunities to pursue an
interest in specific issue areas were all beneficial.

Policy Specialist, Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement, United Nations

Samantha Rudick, MGA '15



Mikayla Wicks is a public health and social policy
expert, with expertise in supporting and
promoting access to essential services to
marginalized populations. Mikayla has worked
internationally with the United Nations and
international non-profit organizations in Asia,
Africa and the Middle East. She has also worked
with the provincial government to develop new
models of health interventions for vulnerable
populations, including medical assistance in
dying and harm reduction interventions to
address the North American opioid crisis. 

What did you like most about the MGA
program?
What I loved and leveraged most about the
MGA was the community—the people and
connections. I felt supported and challenged to
find my own way in an environment that helped
me grow and hone my interests in policy
development, global health and international
relations.

Alumni spotlight

Mikayla Wicks, MGA '13

Advocacy Manager, Médecins Sans
Frontières, Uzbekistan

“I have always wanted a career doing
challenging cross-border and international work,
and the JD/MGA program has allowed me to
combine my interests in law and international
affairs to do so. The combined program allowed
me to gain hands-on experience to learn more
about working in law in an international setting. 

Through the MGA internship program and the
IHRP fellowship, I got a chance to work at the
Permanent Court of Arbitration in Singapore and
the International Residual Mechanism for Former
Criminal Tribunals in The Hague. These
experiences, and the academics of the combined
program, taught me how to work on complex
files. I look forward to applying these skills while
working at a large international law firm.”

Juris Doctor / Master of Global
Affairs (JD/MGA '21)

Emily Tsui



Admissions

Academic Record
You will have successfully completed a four-year
Bachelor’s degree (in any discipline) or equivalent.

GPA Requirement
You are required to have a minimum CGPA of mid-B
(3.0), and a minimum GPA of B+ (3.3) in the final year
of undergraduate studies, of 300 and 400 level
courses. Admission is highly competitive and meeting
this requirement does not guarantee admission.

International Student Degree Equivalency
Requirements
If you are an international student you should refer to
U of T's School of Graduate Studies International
Equivalency tool to find out if your degree meets the
School of Graduate Studies requirements to apply.

Quantitative & Qualitative Requirements
You require both qualitative and quantitative skills to
succeed in the MGA program. Therefore, you will
need to demonstrate competency in these areas to
strengthen your application for admission.

The Admissions process is a holistic one as the MGA’s Admissions Committee will review every aspect
of your application before making a decision. The committee reviews your academic performance and
considers your experience and/or extra curricular activities as well as all reference letters.

English Language Proficiency Test
You are required to submit official English test scores if
and only if (a) you do not have a degree from a
Canadian university and (b) the language of instruction
and examination for your degree was not English.

Admissions Requirements
What we look for in MGA
candidates

Strong academic performance:
Transcripts, other test scores (GRE if
available), and academic references

Strong quantitative skills: Transcripts
(courses taken), other test scores (GRE if
available), High School Math grades (if
available)

Strong English language proficiency:
English language proficiency test, writing
samples, and Kira talent video submission

Previous experience: previous work or
extra-curricular activity in global affairs,
other forms of expertise and lived
experience that contribute to the
diversity of the MGA program as
indicated on the curriculum vitae and
statement of purpose

Stand-out qualities: Creativity, experience
solving complex problems, leadership,
and an ability to work across disciplines

 



Key dates for admission

Admissions decisions will be made in two
rounds.

Applications for fall 2024 entry open on
September 28, 2023. 

Applicants who wish to be considered for
scholarship funding should apply by January
25, 2024. (First round)

Prospective students can apply to the MGA
program until April 1, 2024, but will not be
considered for entrance scholarships after the
January cutoff.

How to Apply

Official transcripts for all post-secondary study
Minimum of two academic references
Statement of purpose & optional diversity essay
Curriculum vitae (or resume)
Online Kira video talent question and written
response question
Proof of English language if needed (see above)
Quantitative requirement if needed (see above)

Apply Online
Submit your application online via U of T's School of
Graduate Studies Online Application website:
https://admissions.sgs.utoronto.ca/apply 

Documents required:

Submit all your required documents (additional
details available on the MGA admissions website)
and pay the $125 application fee. All documents are
to be submitted online.

Dual Degree Applications
If you are applying to any of our combined degree
programs, dual degree or collaborative specialization,
please ensure you meet the application requirements
of both degrees and programs. 

Applicants to the dual degrees —MPP/MGA,
MIA/MGA, MPA/MGA—must apply through the
partner institution (Sciences Po, Hertie School of
Governance or LSE).

https://admissions.sgs.utoronto.ca/apply/


MGA first-year entrance scholarships offered
based on merit.
External scholarships (if awarded)
Government student loans (OSAP and other
provincial loans)
US Federal Direct Loan Program (US citizens)
MGA second-year entrance scholarships (based
on merit) 
Lines of credit
Personal savings

As an MGA student, you will fund your education
from a variety of resources. You can fund your
degree through:

Funding for international students:
If you are an international student, you may be
eligible for an entrance scholarship based on merit
(which is awarded by the MGA program upon offer
of admission). 

You can also search for awards and scholarships
through U of T's School of Graduate Studies:
www.sgs.utoronto.ca/awards-category/international-
awards/

Black Diaspora Excellence Scholarship,
awarded to an incoming Black student
Dr. Connie Carter Global Affairs Award,  
awarded to a Year 2 Student from a CARICOM
country
Thomas E. Keirans & Mary Janigan MGA
Fellowship, awarded to a new Canadian or
permanent resident
Scholarship funding is also considered for
Indigenous students admitted to the program

Funding for diverse communities:

Tabitha Oni, MGA ‘21

MGA Entrance Scholarship (2020-2021)
Ontario Graduate Scholarship (2020-2021 &
2021-2022)
The Master in Global Affairs (MGA) Lupina-IPL
Fellowship in Innovation (2021-2022)

Tabitha received the following funding as an MGA
student:
 

Tabitha says: "The Master of Global Affairs
Entrance Scholarship and other scholarships I
received provided me the opportunity to study in
one of the world's most prestigious universities
while also allowing me to accelerate my career in
global development. I am extremely grateful to
have been chosen to be part of the talented pool
of change-makers admitted into the Master of
Global Affairs program!"

Financial aid

http://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/awards-category/international-awards/


Master of Global Affairs Program
Munk School of Global Affairs & Public Policy 
University of Toronto 
315 Bloor St. W (at the Observatory)
Toronto, Ontario
M5S 0A7 Canada

Contact: 
Rejeanne Puran, Admissions & Recruitment Officer 
Munk School of Global Affairs & Public Policy
Admissions email: mga.admissions@utoronto.ca
Phone: 416-978-7794 

munkschool.utoronto.ca/mga


